Appeal No. 4

Croatia v Poland

Appeals Committee:

Jens Auken (Chairman, Denmark), Herman De Wael (Scribe, Belgium), Naki Bruni (Italy), Grattan Endicott (England), Steen Møller (Denmark)

Ladies Pairs Final 1st session

Board 23. Dealer South. All Vulnerable.
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All Pass

Contract: Three No-Trumps, played by North

Lead: Jack of Diamonds

Play: North took the third round of diamonds, and then took the double club finesse from the table.

Result: 8 tricks, NS -100

The Facts: 

West took the first trick and returned the seven of diamonds.

After the play to trick three, declarer consulted the Convention Card and asked about the meaning of the seven followed by the three. The reply was “odd number”. Since North believed the odd number referred to the remaining number of cards, she thought diamonds were 4-4. Now she thought she could afford to finesse the clubs towards East. North explained to the Director that she would have made her contract by playing differently if she had known that diamonds were 5-3.

The Director: 

Ruled that North had been misinformed and adjusted the score.

Ruling: 

Score adjusted to 3NT making, NS +600

Relevant Laws: 

Law 75A, 40C, 12C2

North/South appealed.

Present: All players

The Players: 

East/West explained that it was their system to return the seven from three cards to the Ace. The explanation “odd” refers to the original number and they could not imagine that anyone could misunderstand that explanation.

North told the Committee that she had asked what the seven-three meant and that she had received a reply “odd number of cards”.

The Committee: 

Understood that there was a problem of misunderstanding. In some countries it is common to show the number of cards originally held, while in others the remaining number is shown. An experienced declarer should realize that problem and should never arrive in this situation. She should always protect herself. One way of doing that is to write down “A73” and “Ax73” and to make her opponent circle the relevant order of play.

The Committee felt that North had not done enough to protect herself.

The Committee’s decision:

Original table result restored 

Deposit: Returned

