Appeal No. 1

Finland v Netherlands

Appeals Committee:

Jens Auken (Chairman, Denmark), Herman De Wael (Scribe, Belgium), Naki Bruni (Italy), 

Grattan Endicott (England)

Ladies Pairs Qualifying 1st session 

Board 15. Dealer South. North/South Vulnerable.
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Comments: 1] is 8-11HCP, unbalanced

Contract: Three Clubs, played by West

Lead: ]3

Play: [K, Heart ruff, [A, Heart, on which West discarded a Spade.
Result: 8 tricks, NS +50

The Facts: 

Before deciding what to do on the third round of Hearts, West consulted the Convention Card and read that the opening of 1] was explained as being “unbalanced”. Since she could not imagine that South might hold 2 Clubs, she discarded a Spade. She told the Director that she would have ruffed with the King if she had known that South could be 5332.

The Director: 

Found that there was no damage.

Ruling: 

Result Stands

Relevant Laws: 

Law 40C 

East/West appealed.

Present: All players

The Players: 

North/South explained that with a 5332 in a Major they can open either 1NT or 1 of the Major, and they realize that this is not “unbalanced”.

West explained that she realized North held all the remaining points, and that the only distribution that was possibly unbalanced in South was with singleton or void in clubs. That meant that the contract was doomed, and she discarded a spade to guard against trumps being 5-0. She had thought about this play for a long while and was quite surprised to find a 5332 distribution in South. She had not asked any further questions, solely relying on the mention UNBAL on the Convention Card.

The Committee: 

Confirmed that a 5332 distribution is not unbalanced. West had therefore been misinformed. However, West should have realized that the first ruff had been with the 8, which meant that North had made a very strange false card if she had more than three clubs. If declarer had realized this, she would have asked again and discovered that North/South did indeed consider a 5332 worthy of a 1] opening.

Furthermore if the clubs are 5-0 the contract will always go two down because North can lock declarer in dummy by a spade. If clubs are 4-1 she will always go one down, so West was not damaged.

The Committee’s decision:

Director’s ruling upheld.

North/South receive the standard penalty of 10% of a top and are asked to correct their Convention Card.

Deposit: Returned

